Research Paper Benchmark #1:
Working Bibliography
 
Due Friday, February 2 – at the BEGINNING OF CLASS
 

The first thing a researcher must do is gather her research sources: the books, articles, and documents that she will closely study in becoming an expert on her topic. Throughout the notecard-taking process, a researcher maintains what is called a “Working Bibliography,” which is the list of sources that she will use or may use for her final paper.

 

Your first research paper benchmark is to create a working bibliography of at least 16 sources (remember that your final paper must have eight sources). You must observe the following constraints:

· At least 3 sources must be books that come from the library

· No more than 1 encyclopedia article, whether in print or electronic

· No more than 4 Internet sources

· At least 3 sources must be primary (remember about the SF Library databases)

· There must be a balance between US and Spanish-speaking country sources (e.g. you shouldn’t have 12 sources for the US and only 4 for Cuba)

 

Each listing of your bibliography must have two parts:

· A citation of the source in precise MLA format

· 2-3 sentences describing how you found the source

 

On the due date, you must also bring in the hard copy of every item on your working bibliography, whether it’s a physical book, photocopy of a magazine article, or printout of an Internet article.
 

Here are two examples of a proper listing:

 

1.  Furneaux, Robin. The Amazon: The Story of a Great River. New York: Putnam’s Sons, 1969.

     I checked out this book from the SF Main Library. It deals with a wider time period than what we’re focusing on, but chapters 9 through 11 discuss the Rubber Boom of the late 1800’s, which was a major event for slavemasters and slaves.

 

2. Mahmood, Sarwat Shafiq. “Brazil, 19th Century.” Historical Text Archive. 2005. Donald J. Mabry / The Historical Text Archive. 9 Feb. 2005 <http://historicaltextarchive.com/sections.php?op=viewarticle&artid=118>.

     I found this site through a Google search on “Brazil colonial history.” It has some solid info on the slave trade of Brazil. Former slave owners later became some of the big merchants during the industrial period.
